THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

ants of Azi or Zahak down to comparatively recent
times.

Malcolm, in his history of Persia, says that the
princes of Ghor derived their proud descent from
Zahak, and boasted that their ancestors had
successfully opposed Feridun.1

Ferishta tells us that " the race of Zahak, one
after another, succeeded to the chieftainship of
Ghor until the time of the Prophet." a We learn
also, from the same authority, that the genealogy
of the kings of Ghor, according to the most authen-
tic historians, could be traced upwards by the
names for three and twenty generations.3

Minhaju-s Siraj, who came from Ghor to India
in A.H. 624 (A.D. 1227), and whose father was Kazi
to the army of the great Mahomed Ghori, com-
mences his history of the Ghorian kings with a
genealogical list, which traces their descent back
through Zahak to Noah.4 Whatever may be
thought of this long pedigree, there was evidently
a general agreement among historians that the
kings of Ghor, in the mountains of Afghanistan,
were descended from Zahak.

It seems, therefore, that the ruling family of
Kabul, in the time of Rustam, and the chiefs of

1 Malcolm, Hist. Pers., I. 347.

2 Ferishta, Dow, I. 124; Ib. Briggs, i. 162.

3 Ib. i. 124 ; Ib. i. 163.

4 Tabakat-i Nasiri (Elliot, ii. 282, note).
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